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CIVIC SOLIDARITY PLATFORM: DO NOT PASS POORLY PREPARED LAW ON PUBLIC PROTEST WHILE 

COUNTRY IN COVID-19 LOCKDOWN 

 

Dear Mr. President, 

 

We, the undersigned members of the Civic Solidarity Platform (CSP) urge authorities in Kazakhstan 

to reconsider the passing of the revised law on procedures for organizing and holding peaceful 

assemblies in the Republic of Kazakhstan. 

 

We urge the authorities to carefully consider the recommendations provided by representatives of 

civil society in Kazakhstan, including the detailed analysis of the draft law submitted by the 

Kazakhstan International Bureau for Human Rights and Rule of Law (KIBHR) as well as those of the 

International Centre for Non-Profit Law. 

 

We urge the authorities to study all relevant international standards, OSCE/ODIHR Guidelines, Draft 

of the General Comment #37 and cases concerning Kazakhstan from the UN Human Rights 

Committee as well as the final report of Mr. Maina Kiai, UN Special Rapporteur on the rights to 

freedom of peaceful assembly and of association, who carried out an official visit to Kazakhstan in 

2015. 

 

We also urge the authorities to send this Law for review either to the OSCE/ODIHR Panel of Experts 

on Freedom of Assembly and Association or to the Office of UN High Commissioner on Human 

Rights, as both have announced their readiness to conduct such review, or to the Venice 

Commission of Council of Europe. 

 

Finally, we are deeply concerned that authorities seem to be pushing to pass the law while 

Kazakhstan and indeed the world is in the midst of a global pandemic, which greatly limits the 

possibility of the public to exercise the very right this law concerns: Freedom of assembly. 

 

The Law is generally not compliant with international human rights standards and there are severe 

and unjustified restraints on time and place of assemblies, and burdens placed on the organizers of 

assemblies, in particular: 

- retention of the requirement to obtain government approval prior to conducting peaceful meetings 
including permission to hold marches and demonstrations; 
- extensive requirements for submitting notification and permit applications; 



- assemblies (except one-man pickets) remain permitted only in specialized places, as identified by 
local authorities; 
- only Kazakhstani citizens are permitted to organize and participate in assemblies;   
- an extensive list of reasons for local authorities to reject the conduct of assemblies;  
- a burdensome list of responsibilities and increased liability for organizers and participants of 
assemblies;  
- prohibition on conducting “spontaneous” assemblies.  

 
Freedom of Assembly and Association has been a constant issue in Kazakhstan over several years. 

The right to carry out peaceful, public protest is a vital part of any modern democracy and should no 

longer be denied citizens of Kazakhstan. The rights enshrined in the Constitution must be respected 

in practice, without the imposition of regulations that appear to be designed still to curb this 

constitutional right. 

 

Signed by the following CSP members: 

 

Kazakhstan International Bureau for Human Rights and Rule of Law (Kazakhstan) 

Norwegian Helsinki Committee (Norway) 

Public Association “Dignity” (Kazakhstan) 

Legal Policy Research Center (Kazakhstan) 

Public Verdict Foundation (Russia) 

Center for the Development of Democracy and Human Rights (Russia) 

Bulgarian Helsinki Committee (Bulgaria) 

Women of the Don (Russia) 

Promo LEX (Moldova) 

Bir Duino (Kyrgyzstan) 

Deutsch-Russischer Austausch (Germany) 

Macedonian Helsinki Committee (North Macedonia) 

Center for Civil Liberties (Ukraine) 

Helsinki Committee of Armenia (Armenia) 

Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly – Vanadzor (Armenia) 

Human Rights Monitoring Institute (Lithuania) 

Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights (Poland) 

International Partnership for Human Rights (Belgium) 

Truth Hounds (Ukraine) 

Human Rights Center ZMINA (Ukraine) 

Albanian Helsinki Committee (Albania) 

Committee Against Torture (Russia) 

Citizens’ Watch (Russia) 

Swedish OSCE Network (Sweden) 

Crude Accountability (USA) 

OMCT – World Organisation Against Torture (Switzerland) 

 

 

    

 

 

 


