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3asBneHue B CBA3M C yCUIeHUeM penpeccun B OTHOLWEHUM agBoKaToB B benapycu
n nuweHunem Omutpua JlaeBCcKoro agBoKaTCKoro craryca

C Havana MUpHbIX MpOTECcToB, BChbixHYBWMX B 2020 rogy nocrne OCYXAEHHbIX
MeXayHapoaHbIM CoobLLLECTBOM Npe3naeHTCKUX BbI6GOpoB, 3akoH B benapycn npespaTtuncsa
B WHCTPYMEHT MOMMTUYECKMX PENnpeccuin, a apBoKaTbl — B XXEpTB MNOMUTUYECKOro
npecnegoBaHns. AQBOKaThl, BblpaXkatoLime B3rnsiabl, OTIMYHbIE OT B3rNs40B AENCTBYHOLNX
BnacTen unu npeacraBndolme B cygax y4acTHUKOB NPOTECTOB UMW AedTenen onnosuumm,
noaBepralTCca MNOCTOAHHOMY [AaBrieHuto. Penpeccun npoTuB agBOKATOB MpUHMMAlOT
pasnuyHble OopMbl, BKMIOYas YrorioBHOe npecriefoBaHve, aaMUHUCTPATMBHbIE apecThl,
ancumnnnHapHble B3biCKaHus. 3a gecatb MmecsueB bonee gBaguatv agBoKaToB C aKTUBHOM
npodeccnoHanbHOM U rpaxgaHckon nosvumen B benapycn 6binv nuweHbl npasBa Ha
npodeccuio.’

C rnybokum npuckopbuem crnegyer KoOHCTatMpoBaTb (akT, 4YTO T[faBHble OpraHbl
afBOKaTCKOro camoyrnpasneHunss B benapycn camu ctanu npoBOAHMKAMU LIEH3YPbl U UHbIX
penpeccmMBHbLIX MPaKkTUK, a Takke B3ANM Ha cebs o6A3aHHOCTb MO “4ncTke psigoB” OT
HeyrogHbIX agBOKaTOB. SPKOW UANKOCTPaLMENn TOMY CnyXaT coObITUA NOCneaHero neproaa.

Apokat AHgpen MouyarnoB y3Han o TOM, YTO ero Nnuunu ctatyca ajBokaTa elle mecsl
Haszag, nNpsMO B xoAde cyaebHoro npouecca, rge OH NpeacTtaBnsil UHTEPECHl KIUEHTKW,
npecneayemMo no NoNUTUYECKUM MoTMBaM.? B konmnernn He nocUUTanm Hy>HbIM Unu 3abbinmu
yBegoMUTb 06 aToM hbakTe. OCHOBaHMEM NULLIEHNSA CTan KOMMEHTapWiA, KOTOPbIA OH Aan no
aeny noasawmTtHon Onbru 3onoTapb, KOTopasa coobuwimna, YTo nocne 3agepXaHus K Hewn
NPUMEHANOCH HaCWUne CO CTOPOHblI MPaBOOXPAHUTENbHbLIX OpraHoB. [ducumnnunHapHas
komuccusa MuHckom o6nacTHOM KOMnerMm agBokaToB codna KOMMEHTapui agsokaTta 06 aTom
HapyLweHueM npodeccnoHansHom aTukn. AHgpen Movanos B 2020 u 2021 rogy akTUBHO
3awmuan B cyaax XypHanucToB HE3aBUCUMbIX Meana, akTMBUCTOB, NONUT3aKMOYEHHbIX. 14
nions 2021 roga KeanudumkaumoHHass KOMUCCUSE MO BOMPOCaM afBOKATCKON AEeSATENbHOCTU
MwuHKuCTEpCTBa HOCTMUMM NULIMNA €ro NULEH3UN afdBokaTa B CBA3M C UCKMOYEHUMEM U3
Konnerum.

B cBs13M ¢ ucknioveHmem us konnermn 6uin NyweH nuueH3un 1 agesokat Banepuin 3BarnHueB.
B cBsA3u ¢ nckntoveHnem n3 MmMHCKON ropoaCcKon Konnermm agBokaToB “3a cMctemMaTuyeckoe
HapyweHne TpeboBaHMM W  YCMOBUWN OCYLLECTBIEHUS aOBOKATCKOW AEeATENbHOCTY,
YCTAHOBJIEHHbIX 3aKkoHO4aTenbCTBOM” Obina nuweHa nUUEeH3MM aaBoKaT C  aKTMBHOW
npogeccnoHansHoM nosuumen, oTCcTanBarolLlasg npaBa XepTB HapyLleHW npaB YerioBeka
ExkaTtepuHa XentoHora.?

KBanudurkaumMoHHasa KOMUCCUS MO BOMpocam afBoKaTCKoM aeaTenbHocTM MuHucTepcTBa
focTUUMn 14 niong nuwvna nuueHsum 1 agsokaTta AHToHa MawwmnHckoro. MocneaHne mecadbl
FawmvHckMiA  3awmian durypaHtoB MNOAUTUYECKU-MOTUBUPOBAHHBLIX Aen, B TOM u4uUcne

1 https://defenders.by/lawyers-persecution-2020
2 hitps://www.defenders.by/news/tpost/{8hhggvzg 1-na-nashei-nive-vishlo-bolshoe-intervyu-s
3 http://mediazona.by/news/2021/07/15/minyst
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XypHanucToB. B nocrnegHee Bpems [MalMHCKUIA TakKe KOHCYNbTMPOBan No Aeny POCCUSIHKN
Codpun Caneru, 3agepxaHHoi BMecTe ¢ PomaHowm lMpoTacesuyem.*
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ApsokaT Omutpuii JlaeBckui Obin NUWEH agBOKATCKOrO ctatyca MyTeM MCKITYEHUS U3
MwuHcKol ropoackon Konneruu agsokaTos 9 niona 2021 roga.® PelueHune o ncknoveHun 6bino
npuHato 8 uionga 2021 roga gucumninHapHom komuccmen konnermn. B Teopum MuHckas
ropoackas Konnerns agBokaTtoB — 3TO OpraH afBOKaTCKOro camMoyrnpaBneHus, NpU3BaHHbIN
3awmwaTtb nNpaBa CBOMX YMEHOB M HE3aBUCMMOCTb agBokaTypbl. Ha npaktnke MwuHckas
ropogckas Konsermsi agBokaTtoB — 3TO opraH, (MYHKUMOHMPYIOLWNA B 3akOHOAATENbHbIX
pamkax nogyvHeHns MUHUCTEPCTBY HOCTMLMM M NOSTHOCTBIO 3aBUCUMMbIN OT PENPECCUBHON
rocygapcTeeHHon nonutukn®. HecnyyainHo, 4TO pelueHve 06 WuckmoYeHun OmuTtpus
JTaeBckoro 6bIN0 NPUHATO U YTBEPXKAEHO B SKCTPEHHOM MOpsiAKe, MPaKTUYECKN B TEYEHUe
CYTOK, W 4yepe3 2 AOHs Mocne ornaweHus NpuroBopa no rpoMKoMy Aefny OOHOro M3 ero
KNWEHTOB — ObIBLLIEro kaHaugaTa B NPe3naeHTbl U OCHOBHOIO MOSIUTUYECKOrOo OMMOHEHTa
AnekcaHgpa JlykalleHKo, a HblHE MONUTUYECKOro 3akntodeHHoro Buktopa Babapuko,
NPUrOBOPEHHOrO K 14 rogam 3aksoudeHns No nosiMTUYEeCKkn MOTUBUPOBAHHOMY OOBMHEHMIO B
OTMbIBaHWUM OEHET, NOMyYeHNN B3ATOK U YKITOHEHUM OT ynraTbl Hanoros.’

8 wmona 2021 roga [Omutpui JlaeBckuin yyacTBoBan cpasy B ABYX MNPOM3BOLCTBAX,
Kacalowmxcs npuBReYeHns K OUCUMMIMHAPHOW OTBeTCTBEHHOCTU. [lepBoe kacanocb
cyaebHoro oGxanoBaHwsi paHee Has3HayYeHHoro [OMUTpUo AUCLMNIMHAPHOM KOMUCCUEN
MwuHcKon ropoackon Konnernm agBoKaToB BbIrOBOpa 3a NOCT B coumansHon cetn Facebook ¢
KOMMEHTap1eM O HedaBHUX M3MeHeHusix B 3akoH 06 agsokaType.® Bropoe — B pesynbTaTe
KOTOpOro AMuTpun Obisl NCKMOYEH M3 KOMIEermnm — Kacanoch ero 3asBfeHns, caenaHHoro Bo
Bpems cyga Hag Buktopom bBbabapuko n o60CHOBbIBAKOLWErO0 HEBUHOBHOCTb APYrix
0GBMHAEMbIX MO Aesny, KoTopble Oanu npuaHaTenbHble MokasaHus BO Bpems npouecca.’®
MmeHHO npoueccyanbHaa nosvums OMutpus n peanusaums MM CBOEW MUCCMM MO 3aluTe
06BUHSAEMbIX CTana NPUYNHON AN NULWeHKs ero npaea Ha npodeccuio. ' 17 nona 2021 roga
Naesckni obxanoBan pelleHne AUCUUNIMHAPHON KOMUCCUU O UCKIIOYEHUN N3 KONMermm m
onyGnu1KoBarn NosHbIA TEKCT CBOel xanobbl. !

Byaoyun nuweHHbIM agBokaTcKoro cratyca, OMuTpuin J1aeBCKMi HE CMOXET MPOLOMMKUTb
3alWmLLaTb MHTEepPEeChl ele OOHOro M3BECTHOro MOSIMTMYECKOrOo 3aKMYeHHOro U agBokaTa
Makcuma 3Haka, cygebHoe pas3bupaTenbCTBO MO Aeny KOTOpOro HayHetcs B Gnwkanwee
Bpemsi. Takum obpa3om, 0OBUHSEMLIN B O4HOM M3 Hanboree rpoMKUX NOMUTUYECKUX Oen
TNULLEH rnaBHOro 3aluTH1Ka.

OmuTtpui JlaeBcknin — oHa U3 caMblX 3aMETHbLIX U YHUKAIbHbIX (OUryp npogeccnoHansHoro
agBokaTckoro coobuiectsa B benapycu. OMutpuii — He NpoCTO afBokaT, HO U NPOCBETUTESb
n nuaep MHeHun. VcknoveHne Omutpus m3 MUHCKOM rOpPOLCKON KOSNernn agBoKaToOB He

4 https://news.zerkalo.io/life/329.htmI?tg

S http://www.advokat.by/news/ob-isklyuchenii-advokata-iz-chlenov-kollegii/

6 B ewe 6Gonbliel NpsMON 3aBMCMMOCTW OT MOMUTUKM GEnapycckoro rocyaapcTBa HaxoauTcs
Bbenopycckasa pecnybrnvkaHckasi Konnernss agBokaToB, [ABHO MNpoABuraloliasl LEeH3ypy U UHble
penpeccuBHbIE NMPAKTUKN B afBOKaType.

7 https://belsat.eu/en/news/06-07-2021-viktar-babaryka-sentenced-to-14-years-of-imprisonment/

8 https://humanconstanta.by/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Human-Rights-29.05-04.06-1.pdf

9 https://t.me/s/advokat_laevski

10 CmoTpuTte noapobHee no3unumio 3aWunTbI no [@aHHOMY peny
https://www.defenders.by/news/tpost/mkpj501331-isklyuchenie-iz-kollegii-advokatov-dlaev

1 https://t.me/advokat_laevski/215
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MPOCTO NULIAET ero nNpodeccun, HO NULIAET rofioca ero NoA3almTHbIX, nocrnenosarenen n
a[IBOKaTOB C aKTUBHOW rpaaaHCcKom noauumeit. 12
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OmMuTpuii ctan pynopom He3aBUCKMMbIX agBokaToB. OAmutpuii JlaeBckuin ny6rmMyHO roBopuT o
cuTyauumn ¢ BEPXOBEHCTBOM Nnpasa B benapycu Ha nnowagkax cBoero Telegram-kaHana u
Facebook-ctpaHuubl. OH perynsipHo nNULIET O HEe3aBUCUMOCTWU agBoKaTypbl U cyaebHou
BNacTu, nNpaBe Ha HpUaONYEecKytd nNpodeccuo 1 npaBe Ha 3aluTy, MoBbias NPaBOBYHO
KynbTypy OObIYHbIX FPaXaaH U 0CBE4OMIIEHHOCTb MEXAyHapoaHOro coobLlecTsa 0 cutyaumm
B benapycw.

Ha mexayHapoaHou koHdepeHuun “AgBokaTtbl Nog yrpo3oi: ronoc coobuectsa” OMutpui
nogyepkMBan KapaTesnbHYy U penpeccuBHYO NOMUTUKY rocydapcTBa Mo yLeMeHUo npas
a[lBOKaToOB U NULLEHMNIO aABOKaTypbl He3aBUCMMOCTU. 3 OMUTPUIN Takke U3BECTEH aKTUBHOM
3alUNTON  MNOSIMTUYECKMX 3aKMOYEHHbIX. DBbiBWUMKA KaHOMOAAT B Npe3naeHTbl  Buktop
Babapuko,' apsokat Makcum 3Hak,'® pykoBoguTens npaBo3alUMTHOrO LieHTpa «BecHa»
Anecb benaukuin'® — 1o NULL Hanbonee pe3oHaHCHbIe U3 MHOTUX ero NoA3alUUTHbIX.

Omutpuii JlaeBckuin He BnepBble BbiHYXAEH MOKUHYTb psabl 6enapycckon agBokaTypbl — B
2012 rooy OH yxe OTKasblBarcs OT afBoKaTcKoro crartyca'’ nod AaBrneHMeM BriacTein nocre
sawmtbl Anecsa Bensaukoro.'® BecHon 2021 roga Omutpuio Obin 0GbABMNEH BbIrOBOp 3a
nybnuyHoe BbIpaXeHWe WM CBOEro MHeHuA 06 M3MeHeHusAX B 3aKoHOAAaTenbCTBO 06
aasokatype,'® a ero MaTb M npenogasaTenbHULIA FPaXXOAHCKOTO MpaBa Ha PUANYECKOM
dakynbTeTe benapycckoro rocygapCTBeHHOro yHusepcuteTa EneHa JlaeBckas nuwumnach
paboTbl N0 MNONUTUYECKUM MOTUBaM.2°

WcknioveHne [Omutpusa JlaeBckoro w3 KOnMnmermm agBoOKaTOB SBMASETCS  MOMUTUYECKU
MOTUBMPOBAHHbLIM, JNULIAET €ero BO3MOXHOCTM WCMOMHATL CBOM MPOdECCHMOHasnbHbIE
00653aHHOCTM U OCTaBNsieT XepTB MONMUTUYECKMX pernpeccuii Ge3 npaea Ha 3awmTy.?!
HecMOTpsi Ha NOCTOsIHHYKO Yrpo3y MONMUTUYECKMX pernpeccuin, becnpeueneHTHbIN YypOBEHb
LeH3ypbl 1 KOHTPOSSA, MHOrOfNIeTHEE AaBEHME Ha HEero U ero CEMbHO CO CTOPOHbI 6enapyccknx
Bnacten OmuTpuin JlaeBckuin cMeno B3sAn Ha cebsa HoLly OTKPbITOro M nocrnenoBaTesnibHOro
MHOPMMPOBAHUS HaceNeHns o cuTyauumn B npodeccroHanbHOM agBOKaTCKOM COOOLLEeCTBE,
npobrnemax 3akOHOTBOPYECTBA M MPaBONPUMEHEHUS, NONUTUYECKOM NPecnefoBaHUN CBOUX
KNMEHTOB W KOnrer.

Bo Bpemsa 47-n ceccun Coseta OOH no npaeam 4yenoseka 6 wutons 2021 yvyaCTHUKK
napannensHOro MexayHapooHOro meponpuatna “AfsokaTbl Nog  Yrpo30n: yCuUneHue
npecnegoBaHusa agBokatypbl B benapycu” roBopunv O ycunuvBaroweMcs AaBfieHUn Ha
a[BoOKaToOB 1 0bcyxxganu cutyaumo OmuTtpus JlaeBckoro,otmedas, 4To 4eENCTBUSA BRacTen no
OTHOLLUEHUIO K HEeMy CTaHyT “nmakMycoBor Oymaxkon” And MNOHUMaHWs MaclwTaboB K

12 https://news.zerkalo.io/life/501.html?c

'3 https://www.facebook.com/laevski.by/posts/4385319821479564

4 https://prisoners.spring96.org/en/person/victar-babaryka

15 https://prisoners.spring96.org/en/person/maksim-znak

16 http://spring96.org/ru/news/49296

7 https://t.me/s/advokat_laevski

'8 https://naviny.online/rubrics/society/2012/06/19/ic_articles 116 178222

19 https://reform.by/215484-advokatu-laevskomu-objavili-vygovor

20 https://reform.by/217249-s-elenoj-laevskoj-syn-kotoroj-zashhishhaet-babariko-ne-prodlili-kontrakt-v-
bgu; https://www.hfhr.pl/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Submission-on-lawyers-and-HRDs EN.pdf
21 http://spring96.org/ru/news/102874
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CUCTEMHOCTM penpeccuii B OTHOLIEHMM Genapycckoro agBoKaTCKoro coobuectsa.?
OnaceHusa onpaBganuck. JlnweHne ogHoOro n3 camMmbiX M3BECTHBIX M NyBNMYHbIX Benapyccknx
afBoOKaToOB MpaBa Ha npodeccuto cTano OKOH4YaTerNbHbIM MPU3HAKOM Kpaxa MnpaBoOBOM
CUCTEMbI U HE3ABUCUMOW aaBOKaTypbl B CTpaHe, Tpebyowmm He3ameanuTernbHOW peakumm
MexayHapoaHoro cooblecTsa.
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Mbl Npu3biBaeM BCEX, KTO BEPUT B LIEHHOCTM BEPXOBEHCTBA NpaBa, Bblpa3nTb CONMMAaPHOCTb
c [HOmutpnem JlaeBckum U1 ApyrMMn  agBokaTamMu, BbIMOMHSOWMUMM - MUCCUIO MO
BOCCTAHOBIEHMIO Mpaedbl M CNpaBedsIMBOCTM, a Takke Mo NpeaoTBpalleHuto
TpaHcopMaL N 3aKOHa B MHCTPYMEHT aBTOPUTAPHOWN MOSNUTUKM.

MbI npr3biBaem oCcyauTb Kak akTbl MONIMTUYECKOrO NpecrnenoBaHns pelleHns o6 NcknioYeHnm
afBokaToB, NpuHATbIE 3a nocnegHue 10 mecaues benopycckon pecnybnvkaHCKoW Konnerven
agBokaToB, MuHCKOM ropodckoln konnerven agBokaToB, MuHckom ob6racTHOWM komnnernemn
a[lBOKATOB, a TaKKe peLleHus O NueHun nuueHsnn KeanudukauMoHHOW KOMUCCUKM MO
BOMpocaM afBoKaTCcKon peaternbHocTM MuHucTepctBa tocTuuun. Mbl Takke npusbiBaem
npekpaTuTb COTPYAHWYECTBO C PYKOBOASALUMMUN OpraHamu BblleyKa3aHHbIX KOMnerui B ux
HblHELUHEM COCTaBe B CBSI3W C BbIMNOMTHEHNWEM PENPECCUMBHbIX  (PYHKUMA, WU He
nermTMMM3MpoBaTb WX Kak MNpencTaBndaloWmMx WHTepechl 6Gernapycckux aaBOKaToB [0
MOMEHTa, B KOTOPOM WX OEWCTBUS MOXHO OydeT npu3HaTh Kak pearibHO OTCTamBarolime
HEe3aBMCUMOCTb aBOKaTypbI.

Mbl NpusbiBaeM oOkasaTb Noagepxky JmyHo Omutpuio Jlaesckomy, AHgpeto Moyanosy,
EkatepuHe >XenToHore M BCEM WHbIM NULWIEHHLIM MPOdEeccUn 3a akTUBHYIO MO3ULUIO U
BblpaXX€HNe MHeHUs afBokaTaMm, BKIYash HaxodslWerocs B CreACTBEHHOM W3onstope
BPEMEHHOro cogepXaHusi agBokaTa 1 NoNUTUYECKOro 3aknoyeHHoro Makcuma 3Haka.

22 https://www.icj.org/un-side-event-lawyers-under-threat-increasing-suppression-of-the-legal-

profession-in-belarus/; https://media.un.org/en/asset/k1i/k1i6uzg2ks
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Statement on the mounting repression against Belarusian lawyers and the disbarment
of Dmitriy Laevski
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Since peaceful protests in Belarus erupted in 2020, following the presidential election
condemned by the international community, the law in Belarus has been turned into a tool of
oppression, and lawyers — into victims of political persecution. Lawyers, who express views
contrary to those of the government or represent peaceful protestors or opposition leaders in
courts, face constant pressure. Repressions against law practitioners take multiple forms —
including criminal persecution, administrative arrests, punitive disciplinary proceedings. In a
span of ten months, more than twenty Belarusian lawyers, who took an active political and
civic stance, have been deprived of the right to practice their profession.?

To our utmost regret, we must acknowledge the fact that key self-governing bodies of lawyers
have become the implementers of censorship and political repressions, taking it upon
themselves to “purge the ranks” of lawyers from “undesirable elements.” Recent events serve
as an example of such policies.

Lawyer Andrei Machalou learnt of his disbarment a month ago, in the middle of a court hearing,
where he represented the interests of a client, persecuted on political grounds.?* The bar
association did not notify him of the disbarment or did not consider it necessary to do so. The
ground for the disbarment was the lawyer’'s comment in the case of Olha Zalatar, who reported
violence from the law enforcement officials. The disciplinary commission of the bar association
considered the lawyer's comment to be in breach of professional ethics. In 2020 and 2021
Andrey Machalau was active in defending the rights of journalists, activists, and political
prisoners. On 14 July 2021, the Qualification Commission under the auspices of the Ministry
of Justice has disbarred him based on the bar association’s expulsion decision.

Another lawyer Valeriy Zvyagintsev was disbarred on the same grounds. Based on the
expulsion decision of the Minsk City Bar Association lawyer with an active civic stance
Katsyaryna Zheltonoga, who was representing victims of human rights violations, was
disbarred “for systematic violations of requirements and conditions of the legal practice,
established by the law.”%

On 14 July 2021, lawyer Anton Gashinskiy was disbarred by the decision of the Qualification
Commission under the auspices of the Ministry of Justice. In the past months, Gashinskiy was
representing the interests of defenders in politically motivated cases, including journalists.
Recently Gashinskiy was representing the interests of Sophia Sapego, arrested together with
Raman Pratasevich.?

Lawyer Dmitriy Laevski was disbarred by the decision of the Minsk City Bar Association on 9
July 2021.27 The decision on disbarment was taken by the disciplinary commission of the bar
association on 8 July 2021. In theory, the Minsk City Bar Association is a self-governing body
of lawyers, tasked with protecting the rights of its members and the independence of the legal
profession. In practice, the Minsk City Bar Association is a body, functioning within strict
legislative limits of complete subordination to the Ministry of Justice and fully dependent on

23 https://defenders.by/lawyers-persecution-2020

24 https://www.defenders.by/news/tpost/j8hhggvzg1-na-nashei-nive-vishlo-bolshoe-intervyu-s
25 hitp://mediazona.by/news/2021/07/15/minyst

26 https://news.zerkalo.io/life/329.html?tg

27 http://www.advokat.by/news/ob-isklyuchenii-advokata-iz-chlenov-kollegii/
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the state’s repressive policies.? It is hardly a coincidence that the decision on expelling Dmitriy
Laevski was urgently taken within one day and only two days after a verdict was announced
in the high-profile case of one of his clients Viktar Babaryka — ex-presidential candidate, key
political opponent of Alexander Lukashenko and now a political prisoner. Viktar Babaryka was
sentenced to 14 years in prison for politically motivated charges of money laundering, bribing,
and tax evasion.?®
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On 8 July 2021, Dmitriy Laevski participated in two disciplinary proceedings. The first
concerned the judicial appeal to the previously made decision of the disciplinary commission
of the Minsk City Bar Association on reprimanding Dmitriy for his Facebook post, commenting
about the recent amendments to the Law on Legal Practice.*® The second one — as a result
of which Dmitriy was eventually disbarred — concerned the statement made during Viktar
Babaryka’s hearing, which hinted at the innocence of Babaryka'’s co-defendants, who pleaded
guilty during the trial.®" It is precisely Dmitriy’s procedural position and the realization of his
legal defense mission that became the ground for his disbarment.32 On 17 July 2021, Laevski
appealed the decision of the disciplinary commission and published the full text of his appeal.3?

Being deprived of his license, Dmitriy Laevski cannot proceed to represent the interests of
another high-profile political prisoner and lawyer Maksim Znak, whose trial is about to
commence. Due to the disbarment, the defendant in one of the most resonant political cases
has been deprived of his main defender.

Dmitriy Laevski is one of the most prominent and unique figures in the Belarusian legal
community. Dmitriy is not just a lawyer but an educator and an opinion leader. His disbarment
from the Minsk City Bar Association does not only deprive him of his profession — it also
deprives his clients, followers, and lawyers with an active civic stance.*

Dmitriy Laevski publicly speaks about the situation of the rule of law in Belarus on the platforms
of his Telegram channel and Facebook page. He regularly and extensively writes on the topics
of independence of the judiciary and lawyers’ community, the right to pursue a legal
profession, and the right to defense, enhancing the level of legal culture among citizens and
raising awareness of the international community about the situation in Belarus. During the
international conference “Lawyers Under Threat: the Voice of the Community” Dmitriy
highlighted punitive and repressive state policies of violating lawyers’ rights and depriving the
legal community of its independence.3® Dmitriy is also renowned for actively representing
political prisoners in court. Ex-presidential candidate Viktar Babaryka,*® lawyer Maksim
Znak,*" the head of human rights center “Viasna” Ales Bialiatski®® are only the most resonant
of his many clients.

28 The Republican Bar Association is influenced by the state policies even more directly. It has long
been promoting censorship and other repressive practices in its activities.

2 https://belsat.eu/en/news/06-07-2021-viktar-babaryka-sentenced-to-14-years-of-imprisonment/

30 https://humanconstanta.by/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Human-Rights-29.05-04.06-1.pdf

31 https://t.me/s/advokat laevski

32 See more on the defense position in the case at: https://www.defenders.by/news/tpost/mkpj50I331-
isklyuchenie-iz-kollegii-advokatov-dlaev

33 hitps://t. me/advokat laevski/215

34 hitps://news.zerkalo.io/life/501.html?c

35 https://www.facebook.com/laevski.by/posts/4385319821479564

36 https://prisoners.spring96.org/en/person/victar-babaryka

37 https://prisoners.spring96.org/en/person/maksim-znak

38 http://spring96.org/ru/news/49296
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It is not the first time when Dmitriy Laevski is forced to leave the bar association — in 2012 he
already left his post as a lawyer3® under pressure from Belarusian authorities, following his
defense of Ales Bialiatski.*® In spring 2021 Dmitriy was reprimanded for publicly expressing
his views on the amendments to the Law in Legal Practice,*! while his mother Elena
Laevskaya — a professor of civil law at Belarusian State University’s Law Faculty — lost her job
on political grounds.*?
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The disbarment of Dmitriy Laevski is politically motivated, aimed at preventing him from
performing his professional duties and depriving the victims of political repressions of their
right to defense.*® Despite the constant threat of political repressions, the unprecedented level
of censorship and control, the long-standing pressure exerted on him and his family, Dmitriy
Laevski has courageously undertaken the burden of consistently and openly informing the
public about the state of affairs in the legal community, the problems with the law and its
implementation, the political persecution of his clients and colleagues.

During the 47th UN Human Rights Council session on 6 July 2021 the participants of an
international side event “Lawyers Under Threat: Increasing Suppression of the Legal
Profession in Belarus” spoke of the mounting pressure on Belarusian lawyers, discussed
Dmitriy Laevski’s situation, and noted that the actions of Belarusian authorities in his respect
would become a “limitus test” to understand the scope and systematic character of repressions
against the legal community in Belarus at large.** The concerns of the international community
have materialized. The deprivation of one of the most prominent and public Belarusian lawyers
of the right to practice his profession has become the ultimate sign of the collapse of the legal
system and independent law practice in the country, requiring immediate action of the
international community.

We call upon on all stakeholders who believe in the values of the rule of law to stand in
solidarity with Dmitriy Laevski and other lawyers, who perform the mission of bringing truth
and justice, which he represents, as well as preventing the transformation of law into the tool
of authoritarian policies.

We call to condemn the disbarment decisions taken by the Republican Bar Association, the
Minsk City Bar Association, Minsk Region Bar Association, and the Qualification Commission
under the auspices of the Ministry of Justice in the past 10 months as acts of political
persecution. We also call to cease all cooperation with the governing bodies of such
organizations and not to legitimize them as representatives of the Belarusian legal community
until such time, when their actions can be qualified as representing independent lawyers.

We call upon to personally support Dmitriy Laevski, Andrei Machalou, Katsyaryna Zheltonoga,
and other Belarusian lawyers disbarred on political grounds, including lawyer and political
prisoner Maksim Znak, who remains in detention.

39 https://t.me/s/advokat laevski

40 https://naviny.online/rubrics/society/2012/06/19/ic_articles 116 178222

41 https://reform.by/215484-advokatu-laevskomu-objavili-vygovor

42 https://reform.by/217249-s-elenoj-laevskoj-syn-kotoroj-zashhishhaet-babariko-ne-prodlili-kontrakt-v-
bau; https://www.hfhr.pl/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Submission-on-lawyers-and-HRDs EN.pdf

43 hitp://spring96.org/ru/news/102874

44 https://www.icj.org/un-side-event-lawyers-under-threat-increasing-suppression-of-the-legal-
profession-in-belarus/; https://media.un.org/en/asset/k1i/k1i6uzg2ks
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THE STATEMENT WAS SIGNED / 3AABNEHUE NOAMUCAIN:
Authors of the statement / ABTopbI 3asBneHus:

e Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights / XenbcuHkcknin ¢boHa Mo npaBam 4yenoBeka,
Monblia

e Article 19, United Kingdom / ApTukne 19, BennkobputaHus

e World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT), Switzerland / BcemupHasi opraHnsaumns
NpoTKMB NbITOK, LLIBeruapus

e Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe (CCBE), Belgium / CoseT topnanyeckmx
1 agBokaTckux coobuuiects EBponbl, benbrus

Bar associations, legal communities and individual lawyers / Accounauum agBokaToB,
npaBoBble coobLwecTBa U MHAUBUAYarbHble PUCTbI:

e FEuropean Bars Federation, France / EBponelickas defnepaumst agsokaTtos, PpaHums

e Foundation Day of the Endangered Lawyer, the Netherlands / ®oHg “[leHb agBokaTa B
onacHocTn,” Hugepnangpl

e Portuguese Bar Association, Portugal / Accouuaums agsokatoB [lopTyranuu,
MopTyranus

e German Federal Bar, Germany / ®egepanbHas accoumaumnsa agBokaToB ['epmaHuu,
repmaHus

e FEuropean Association of Lawyers (AEA-EAL), Belgium / EBponenckas accounauus
topucToB, benbrusa

e Polish Bar Council, Poland / CoseT agBokaTtoB [NonbLun, MonbLia

e Lawyers’ community “Attorneys United,” Ukraine / ApBokaTckoe o0beaunHeHue
“Attorneys United,” YkpavHa

e Lawyers for Lawyers, the Netherlands / AaBokaTtbl ona agsokaTtoB, HuaepnaHabl

e Lithuanian Bar Association, Lithuania / Accounauus agsokatoB JlnTsbl, JluTBa

e Lawyers’ community “Attorneys United,” Ukraine / ApgBokatckoe obbeanHeHue
“Attorneys United,” YkpavHa

e Fabula Bar Association, Ukraine / AgokaTtckoe o6beanHeHne ®abyna, YkpavHa

e NOVUM Bar Association, Ukraine / AgBokatckoe ob6beanHeHune "HOBYM," YkpaunHa

e Lawyer's Voice (Golosadvokata.ru), Russia / lNonoc agsokata (Golosadvokata.ru),
Poccus

e Monitoring Committee on Attacks on Lawyers, International Association of People's
Lawyers (IAPL), France / MOHWTOPWHIOBbLIN KOMUTET MO arakaMm Ha afaBOKaToB,
MexayHapoaHas accoumaumsa HapoaHbIX agBokaToB, PpaHums

e Human Rights Committee of the German Bar Association (Deutscher Anwaltverein,
DAV), Germany / KomuteT no npaBam yenoseka Accoumauun agsokatoB fepmaHumum,
"epmaHus

e President of the European Bars Federation (FBE) Human Rights Commission Artur
Wierzbicki, Poland / lMNMpe3naeHT EBponerickon degepauun accounaumn agBoOKaToB
ApTyp Bexouukn, MNMonblia

e Chair of Human Rights Committee National Bar Attorneys of Law Barttomiej Tkacz,
Poland / MNpeacenatens komMTeTa No npaeam 4YenoBeka HaumoHanbHoM accoumnauum
npaBoOBbLIX COBETHMKOB BbapTonomen Tkau, MNMonblia

e President of the National Bar Council of Attorneys-at-Law Wiodzimierz Chroscik,
Poland / Tlpe3ngeHT HauuoHanbHOro coBeTa MpaBOBbLIX COBETHWKOB Bnogumex
Xpywuuk, MNonbwa
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e Head of Odesa chapter of the Ukrainian union of pro bono lawyers E. Karamzina,

Ukraine / PykoBogutens Ogecckoro o6ocobneHHoro nogpasneneHns BeceykpanHekoro

obbeanHeHns aOBOKATOB, OKasbiBalWwMx OecnnaTtHyild MpaBOBY  MOMOLb

E.FO.KapmasuHa, YkpanHa

Lawyer Gennadiy Okolov, Russia / Agsokat "'eHHaguii Okonos, Poccus

Lawyer Pavel Maramygin, Ukraine / AaBokat NaBen MapambirnH, YkpavHa

Lawyer Irina Birykova, Russia / AgBokaT VpnHa BuptokoBa, Poccus

Human rights activist Valentina Cherevatenko, Russia / AktuBnctka B ccepe npas

yenoseka BaneHTnHa YepesaTeHko, Poccus

Lawyer Oksana Muravska, Ukraine / Aasokat OkcaHa MypaBcbka, YkpanHa

Lawyer Sergey Semenov, Ukraine / Agsokat Ceprei CemeHOB, YKpanHa

e Senior partner of lawyers association “Perfection” A. Rybak, Ukraine / Crapwwui
napTHep agBokaTckoro ooveanHeHus “Mepdekums” A.B.Peibak, YkpanHa

e Lawyer A. Tiprova / AgBokat A.H. TunpoBa, YkpanHa

Judge of Korolevski district court of Zhytomir Konstantin Shalota, Ukraine / Cygbsa

Koponéackoro parnoHHoro cyga ropoga Xutommpa KoHctaHTuH LanoTa, YkpanHa

Lawyer Vladislav Kochmar / Agsokat Koumap Brnagucnas, YkpavHa

Lawyer Andrey Ragulin, Russia / AasokaT AHapewn ParynuH, Poccus

Lawyer T, Belarus / Ageokat T, benapycb

Lawyer Amgalan Baldantseren, Russia / AgBokaTt AmranaH bangaHuapaH, Poccus

Lawyer Natalia Anuyrova, Russia / AaBokat HaTtanbsi AHtopoBa, Poccus

Lawyer M. Zakharova, Ukraine / Agsokat M.B. 3axapoBa, YkpanHa

Lawyer Y. Simonova, Ukraine / AgsokaT A.H. CumoHoBa, YkpanHa

Lawyer of “Oleg Spiny and partners” Attorneys-at-law Oleg Spiny, Ukraine / Agsokat

agBokaTckoro 6topo “CnvHy Oner n napTHepsbl,” agBokat Oner CnvHy, YkpanHa

Lawyer D, Belarus / Ageokat [1, benapycb

Lawyer Yury Gusakov, Russia / Aasokat KOpun N'ycakos, Poccus

Lawyer Svetlana Popova, Ukraine / AgBokat CeTnana Nonosa, YkpauvHa

Attorney-at-law at Kancelaria Radcéw Prawnych Gratus s.c. wspodlnik Magdalena

Witkowska, Poland / AgBokat (nNpaBoBOM COBETHUWK), coBnageney KaHuenspum

npaBoBbix coBeTHMKOB Gratus, MarganeHna ButkoBcka, Nonblia

e Lawyer at OIRP Gdansk Robert Springer, Poland / AgBokaT (MpaBOBOW COBETHUK)
Po6epT CnpuHrep, lMNMonbla

e Attorney at Law Michat Mystowski, Poland / AgBokaT (npaBoBoi coBeTHUK) Muxan
MbicnoBcku, [MonbLua

e Attorney at Law Karol Dworzecki, Poland / AgBokat (npaBoBoW COBETHUK) Kapon
[Boxeukn, MNMonbwa

e Attorney at Law Magdalena Bartosiewicz, Poland / AgBokaT (NpaBoBOW COBETHWK)
MarpaneHa baptocesuy, MNonbLwa

e Attorney at Law Dariusz Myk, Poland / agsokaT (npaBoBow coBeTHuK) Oapuyw Mblk,
Monblia

e Lawyer Elvira Tarasova, Russia/ OnbBupa TapacoBa, agsokaT, Poccus
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Civil society organizations / opraHusauum rpaxxgaHckoro obuiecTBa:

e Center for Civil Liberties, Ukraine / LleHTp rpaxxgaHckux csobog, YkpanHa

e Centre for the Development of Democracy and Human Rights, Russia / LleHTp
pas3BUTUSA AEMOKpaTUKM 1 Npas Yyenoseka, Poccus

e Netherlands Helsinki Committee, the Netherlands / HuaepnaHackui XenbCUHKCKNIA
KomuTeT, HngepnaHabl

e Human rights center “Viasna,” Belarus / NpaBo3awwmntHbii LeHTp “BecHa,” benapycb

e Belarusian Helsinki Committee, Belarus, Benopycckuin XenbcuHkckui KomuTer,
Benapycb
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e Human Rights Embassy, Moldova / NoconbcTBo npaB Yenoseka, Monagosa

e Civil initiative against lawlessness in judicial and prosecutorial bodies, Belarus /
MpaxxgaHckasa nHuumaTuBa NpoTme 6e33akoHuA B cyaax u npokypaTtype, benapycb

e Kaluga movement “For Human Rights,” Russia / Kanyxckoe gswxeHue “3a npasa
yernoseka,” Poccus

e Legal Policy Research Centre, Kazakhstan / LleHTp uccnemoBaHust npaBoBoOW
nonuTtukKn, Kasaxcrax

e Helsinki Citizens' Assembly Vanadzor, Armenia / XenbCUHCKNA TPaxXa4aHCKUA LIEHTP
BaHaasop, ApmeHus
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e Social Action Centre, Ukraine / LlenTp “CounaneHoe [denctaue,” YkpanHa

e Public Verdict Foundation, Russia / ®oHg “O6uecTBeHHbIN BepanKT,” Poccus

e Freedom Now, United States / CBob6ogy cenvac, CLLUA

e Human Rights Center of Azerbaijan, Azerbaijan / [lpaBo3awWwMTHbIA UEHTP
AzepbangxaHa, AzepbangxaH

e Human Rights in Mental Health - FGIP, Netherlands/Lithuania/Bulgaria/Georgia/Sri
Lanka / MpaBa YyenoBeka B MEHTarlbHOM 310pOoBbe,
Huaepnangbl/Nintea/bonrapus/pyauns/Lpwn NaHka

e Fundacja Dobra Wola, Poland / ®ong “[dobpas Bons,” MNMonbwa

e Human Right Clinic, Ukraine / KOpungundeckas knnHuka npae YenoBeka, YkpanHa

e Human Rights Center, Georgia / LieHTp npaB yenoseka, [py3us

e Dutch League for Human Rights (president Symone Gaasbeek-Wielinga), the

Netherlands / Hugepnangckass nura npae dernoBeka (npe3ugeHT CumoH [Maacbek-

Benwuura), HngepnaHabl

Citizens' Watch, Russia / 'paxxgaHckunin KoHTpornb, Poccus

e Public Association “Dignity,” Kazakhstan / MNy6nuyHas accoumaumsa “JocTouHCTBO,”
KasaxctaH

e Homiel Strategic Litigation Center, Belarus / 'oMenbCkun LEHTp cTpaTernvyeckom
Ts>kObI, Benapycb

e Hrodna Children’s Hospice, Belarus / 'pogHeHckuin geTckun xocnuc, benapycb

Identity and Law, Belarus / \geHTYHOCTb 1 npaBo, benapycb

Social information center “TimeAct,” Belarus / CounanbHo-MHOPMaLMOHHOE

yypexageHune “TanmAKT,” benapycb

TUT.BY, Belarus / TUT.BY, Benapycb

Dapamoga, Lithuania / Janamora, Jlutea

Human Rights Center ZMINA , Ukraine / LleHTp npaB yenoseka “ZMINA,” YkpaunHa

International center of civil initiatives “Our Home,” Belarus, Lithuania / MexxgyHapogHbIn

LEeHTp rpaxaaHcknx nHuymatus “Haw Jom,” benapycs, Jlutea

Citizens Network Watchdog, Poland / Coo6LecTBo rpaxxgaHckoro KoHTpons, Nonblwa

e Belarusian Association of Journalists, Belarus / Benopycckaa accouunauus
XypHanucToB, benapycb

e Human Rights House Foundation (HRHF), Norway / ®ong [domoB npaBs 4ernoseka,
Hopserus

e Charity organization “Polesse Kindness,” Belarus (in exile) / BnarotBoputenbHas
opraHuzaums “lNonecckasa JobpoTta,” Benapych (B narHaHum)

e Llegal Education Society, Azerbaijan / O6wecTtBo npaBoBoro ob6pasoBaHus,
AszepbangxaH

Communities of Belarusians abroad / coo6wecTBa 6enapycoB 3a py6exom:
e Solidarity movement “Razam,” Israel / [BuwxeHune conungapHoctn “Pasam,” M3pannb
e Solidarity movement “Razam,” Germany / [BwxeHune conugapHoctn “Pasam,”
"epmaHus
e Solidarity movement “Razam,” Spain / [lBuwxeHune conngapHocth “Pasam,” MicnaHus



EUROPEAN LAWYERS

OMCT }HR HELSINKI FOUNDATION
AR FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
V SOS-Torture Network

e People’s Embassy of Belarus in Estonia, Estonia / HapogHoe noconbctBo Benapycu
B OCTOHMW, DCTOHUSA

e People's Embassy of Belarus in Spain, Spain / HapogHoe noconbctBo Benapycu B
Wcnanun, UcnaHng

e People's Embassy of Belarus in Brazil, Brazil / HapogHoe noconbctBo Benapycu B
Bpasvnun, bpasunus

e People's Embassy of Belarus in the Netherlands, the Netherlands / HapogHoe
noconbcTBo benapycu B Hngepnavgax, HuaepnaHabl

e People's Embassy of Belarus in Germany, Germany / HapogHoe ROCOSbCTBO
Benapycu B N'epmaHun, NepmaHus

e People's Embassy of Belarus in Ireland, Ireland / HapogHoe noconbctBo Benapycu B
Wpnanguu, Npnangus

e Community of Belarusian diasporas “Belarusians abroad,” Germany / Coo6wecTtBo
6enapyckmx gnacnop “benapycel 3apybexbs,” lepmaHus

e Belarusian Diaspora in Austria, Austria / benapycckasa gnacnopa B ABCTpun, ABCTpus

e Belarusians of Belgium, Belgium / Benapycbl benbrum, benbrus

e People's Embassy of Belarus in Austria, Austria / HapogHoe noconbctBo benapycu B
ABcTpun, ABcTpus

e |nitiative IHelpBelarus.org, Canada / nimumatmea IHelpBelarus.org, KaHaga

e Community of Belarusians in Paris, France / CoobwectBo 6enapycos B [lapwuxe,
®dpaHung

e Belarusian Canadian Alliance, Canada / AnbsHc 6enapycoB KaHagbl, KaHaga

e Solidarity movement “Razam,” Catalonia, Spain / [lBuxxeHune conugapHoctu “Pasam,”
KaTtanoHusa, VicnaHusa

e People's Embassy of Belarus in Slovenia, Slovenia / HapogHoe noconbctBo benapycu
B CnoBeHun, CnoeeHus

e Professional Union of Belarusians in Britain (PUBB), United Kingdom /
MpodeccroHanbHbIN coto3 6enapycos B bputaHuu, BenvkobputaxHus

e People's Embassy of Belarus in Sweden, Sweden / HapogHoe noconbctBo benapycu
B LUBeuun, LLBeuns

e Association of Belarusians in Pomerania, Poland / Accouvauua 6enapycos
MomepaHuu, MonbLa

e Community of Belarusians of Savoies, France / CoobwiectBo 6enapycos Casonu,
dpaHums

e Association of Belarusians in Italy “Supolka,” Italy / Accoumauna 6enapycos B tanum
“Cynonka,” Utanus

e Belarusian-Swiss Association “Razam,” Switzerland / Benapyccko-iBenuapckas
accounaums “Pasam,” LLsenuapusa

e Maja Valgevene MTU, Estonia / HKO "Valgevene maja", o6beamHeHve amacnopsi
G6enapycoB OCTOHMU, DCTOHUS
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